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From +John...

E te iwi whakapono, téna koutou, téna tatou katoa ,

Every Diocese and Archdiocese must have a "Mother Church," a
Cathedral Church, which is the official seat of the Bishop or Arch-
bishop. As people are aware, the very word "Cathedral" comes from
the Latin word, "cathedra," which means "chair." The Bishop's
Chair is a symbol of his teaching office and pastoral authority in the
Diocese and is also intended to be a sign of the unity of believers in
the faith that the Bishop proclaims as the one appointed as the shep-
herd of the People of God. Wherever the Bishop locates his chair
becomes the most important Church in the Archdiocese.

If a Cathedral is under construction, or is being renovated, repaired
or seismically strengthened (as is our situation), then the Bishop
usually proclaims another Church to be the pro-Cathedral of the
diocese for a period of time.

Last week I consulted the Archdiocesan Council of Priests about the
possibility of a pro-Cathedral. I had considered a few options and
thinking of space and the opportunity for car parking for Archdioce-
san occasions, I asked the Council of Priests if they would agree
with me naming the parish church of St Teresa’s, Karori, as the
pro-Cathedral of the Archdiocese. The Council agreed with this, and
Fr Ron Bennett, the Parish Priest of Otari Parish also readily agreed
with this request. Therefore, [ will be naming St Teresa’s Church as
the pro-Cathedral of the Archdiocese. | am now at a meeting in
Rome. When I return, there will be an appropriate ceremony to
install my “cathedra” in St Teresa’s, and the Church will then be
used for Archdiocesan ceremonies.

Our Cathedral Church can make us more aware of our unity, and of
God’s presence in our everyday lives. That awareness, together with
hearing God’s transforming Word, has the power to truly change
our lives and send us forth to live out that Word. Our Cathedral
Church is a visible reminder of what it means for us as a people to
be built up, stone by stone, into that spiritual house, the living tem-
ple of the Lord.

A Cathedral achieves its purpose when the mystery of the Church is
fully lived out in the gathering of God’s People, and in the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist and the sacramental life of the Church. Every
Eucharist is both a gathering and a sending, and both are only possi-
ble by the prior action of God.

We thought a great deal last year about the words “Go, you are
sent.” Our going out of our Cathedral, or any of our churches, is as
important as going into it to pray. As we journey out from the
Cathedral, having heard the words “The Mass is ended, go in
peace,” we are sent forth to be a leaven and a light to the people
around us. The Spirit of God, Spirit of Christ, impels us, doing more
in and through us than we could ever ask or imagine.

Kia tau nga manaakitanga o te Ariki ki runga i a koutou
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4—7 October 2018

NEWS...

Cardinal John and the Council of Priests
have asked all priests in the Archdiocese
to observe Friday 5 October as a day of
prayer and fasting in solidarity with the
pain of the victims and survivors of clergy
abuse.

Please keep Fr Patrick Greally in your
prayers. Fr Pat had surgery yesterday and
prayers for his recovery would be appreci-
ated.

Pope Francis has called a second World
Day of the Poor for Sunday 18 November.
Our Archdiocese is one of 12 in the world
which has been invited to lead activities of
encounter, dialogue and practical assistance
with people on the margins of society. A
small committee is coordinating activities
for the Archdiocese. More information will
be sent to parishes, included in the Novem-
ber issue of WelCom and on the Archdioce-
san website. Upcoming newsletters from
my office will also include information re-
garding events being organised. For more
information contact Lisa Beech, JPD Advi-
sor at the Catholic Centre at 496 1715 or
L.beech@wn.catholic.org.nz

CompassionFest. A festival to celebrate
the virtue of compassion through the life of
Mother Aubert is being held 4 to 7 October
at different venues in Island Bay. If your
interest is in Art, Beer brewing, Political
issues or something lighter for the kids it’s
all catered for. Check out
www.IBPC.org.nz.for more information.

The next Cardinal’s Lunch is being held
on Friday November 2 at the InterConti-
nental Hotel. The guest speaker is Mr Peter
Ryan, the new Irish Ambassador to New
Zealand.. To register your interest in this
event email events@wn.catholic.org.nz or
book your place directly at
www.cardinal-s-lunch-nov.lilregie.com..
If you have interest in sponsoring a table
please contact Katrin Eickhorst
k.eickhorst@wn.catholic.org.nz or 04 496
1766



